LIFE   OF  LORD   REDESDALE

"I see most clearly that time alone can produce that
change which is necessary to enable those who are in
situations of power or authority of any description in this
country, to act as persons in the same situations ought to
act in England; and that whoever looks to Ireland with
English eyes only, and thinks of Ireland with English
opinions only, will fall into many errors. I have been
startled at some acts of authority, which I have been called
upon to do as matters of course. But I find they must be
done as they have been done; and that although I should

think them improper in England, they are unquestionably

i     " i
necessary here /

Going on circuit was looked upon in the light of a
holiday by the members of the Irish Bar and greatly did
they enjoy themselves. The journey was generally per-
formed on horseback, and, as the roads were infested with
highwaymen and gangs of thieves, parties travelled
together for mutual protection. On approaching their
destination they were met by the jury and each party
greeted the other with uproarious merriment. The
cavalcade then entered the town amid great excitement
and they were lavishly entertained by local and country
magnates during their stay.

An Englishman anxious to study the national character
could not have done better than betake himself to the
criminal court on one of these occasions. Long-simmering
feuds then came to the boil, each side using every means in
his power to ruin his enemy; whole families were brought
up for trial. Simple adherence to facts would have been
looked upon as despicable weakness, and, in any case,
would never have been believed. Wanton prosecutions,
carried on with inconceivable malignity, were frequent,
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